
  
 
 
 
 

 
NIMH-funded Postdoctoral Fellowship in 

Mental Health Services Research and Implementation Science 
 

Michigan State University, Flint, MI 
Henry Ford Health System, Detroit, MI 

 

Investigators at Michigan State University (MSU, Flint, MI) and Henry Ford Health System (HFHS, Detroit, MI) are pleased 
to announce joint plans to recruit two postdoctoral fellows for a two-year fellowship to commence in the 
spring/summer/fall of 2022.   We anticipate NIMH funding for a new P50 Center, the National Center for Health and Justice 
Integration for Suicide Prevention (NCHATS), to support these positions.  Aspiring independent researchers will be trained 
broadly in mental health services research with a focus on the intersection between police/legal/justice systems and 
health/mental health care, especially for suicide prevention.  We estimate that 21% of adults in the U.S. who die by suicide 
spent at least one night in jail during the prior 12 months, making  justice involvement and subsequent healthcare system 
engagement an important locus of intervention for suicide prevention, as well as for substance use disorders, serious 
mental illness, sexually transmitted infections, and many other conditions.  Areas of particular interest and training for 
postdoctoral fellows will be in mental healthcare access, implementation science, clinical and implementation trials, 
healthcare service delivery, big data, mental health equity, and health policy.  

The program will support fellows in the transition to becoming independent mental health services researchers able to 
pursue NIH funding.  Fellows will work locally alongside a primary mentor at MSU or HFHS.  They will also receive high-
quality mentorship and training from other scientists within multiple formats across the entire Center, which includes 28 
investigators from 12 institutions, including MSU, HFHS, Brown University and affiliated hospitals, Harvard University and 
affiliated hospitals, Columbia University, Pacific Institute of Research and Evaluation, and a large Medicaid Managed Care 
Organization, among others.  Mentor disciplines include clinical psychology, social work, public health, communication, 
statistics, biomedical informatics, economics, health equity, medicine, law, and criminal justice, among others.  One of the 
fellows will be based at MSU with Dr. Jennifer E. Johnson, with daily activities focused primarily on implementation and 
dissemination science.  The other fellow will be based at HFHS with Dr. Brian K. Ahmedani, with daily activities focused 
primarily on conduct of large randomized trials within health system settings.     

Postdoctoral fellows will attend training activities provided by the HFHS-based T32 program (led by Dr. Brian Ahmedani) 
affiliated with the Mental Health Research Network, and will have access to the Brown University-based T32 training 
activities in suicide prevention (led by Dr. Lauren Weinstock and Dr. Ivan Miller).  In addition to one-on-one mentoring in 
the fellows' areas of interest, they will also receive training in grant writing, manuscript development, implementation 
science, health systems research methods (e.g., multi-site trials, use of electronic health record and claims data), 
quantitative and qualitative methods, ethics, professional/career development, and conduct of clinical and implementation 
trials.  

Competitive applicants will have extensive research backgrounds. Excellent writing skills, experience in quantitative and 
qualitative research methods, and an interest in/understanding of equity issues and social determinants of mental health 
are preferred. Salaries and benefits will be commensurate with NIH’s NRSA stipend levels. Applicants should have a PhD, 
MD, or other doctoral degree in behavioral or social science (e.g., psychology, social work, public health). 

Interested candidates should send a CV and cover letter stating their research interests and career goals to: Jennifer E. 
Johnson, Ph.D. (JJohns@msu.edu).   Individuals from all backgrounds, especially those from historically underrepresented 
groups, are encouraged to apply.   
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